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v, What is an On Site Sewage Facility
(OSSF)?

v, Why are we concerned about
wastewater?

v, When to pump a septic tank?

v, How to live with a septic system?
v, Projects in the coastal watersheds
v, Septic system survey
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v, Evolving goal:
P Disposal: effluent goes away versus treatment
P Dispersal: TREATMENT

v, Public health AND environmental issues addressed

v, Management:
P Disposal: often no management at all
P Dispersal: system management is critical




Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization AGRILITE

Amendments (CZARA)

i Funded through the Texas
Commission on
Environmental Quality
(TCEQ)

i Nonpoint source pollution
A Bacteria

i Phase lll Project Period

A September 1, 2017 to
February 28, 2019
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v, February 2017: Conduct a voluntary
survey of group of 350+ homes Iin the
Oso watershed

v, Incentive for homeowner participation g
P Completely voluntary

P Possibility of a free pump out of septic
tanks

P Visual inspection of the septic tank
P Report of operational status

P A better understanding of OSSF
operation and maintenance

P Suggestions to improve system

operation
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®  Property with OSSF
Water body
Subdivision

Botanical Garden
Country Creek
King Estates
Kitty Hawk
Laureles

Olson Estates

The Coves

1inch = 1,287 feet -
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v, Trained volunteers with help with survey

v, 104 of 334 homes allowed AgriLife to
visually evaluate the OSSF

v, Pumped out and inspected 21 OSSFs in
Summer 2017
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Issues reported by homeowner: Yes O NoO

TEXAS A&M Water backing up into sinks, toilets, tubs, washing machines
GRI [_l FE Unusual sounds- Sinks and tubes drain slowly or make gurgling, gulping noises
EXTENSION Unpleasant odors
Other:

On-Site Sewage Facility (OSSF) Checklist

Pleasc complete the following questions to the best of your ability.

System Information Name of person completing survey:

Indicate the type of OSSFK present:
Property Information

Conventional septic tank O
Approx. year house built:
Aerobic Treatment Unit m] Property Owner:
For Aerobic Treatment Unit, please record the name ol the manulacture Physical Address:

and model number as seen on the control panel:

Indicutchow the teated wastewnter ind hpersed inth/dhis land seape; Please explain any additional observations (for example: poor drainage, foul odors,
Gravity drainfield a system encroachment. unusual noises from aerator, etc.)

Pumped drainficld O
Sprinklers O
Drip tubing O

Is the system currently maintained by a Maintenance Provider: Yes O No O
I yes, please record the name of the maintenance provider and last date ol service

provider as indicated by tag:
FAQs for Volunteers
How will this information be used? Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is a public entity.
therefore data collected is classified as public information. Data collected from

Audio or visual alarms activated: Yes 0 No O inspections may be published in a report intended for research and educational purposes.
Reason for alarm: OHigh water; OAerator; [ONo Chlorine: OUnknown
Other: ‘Why should I answer these questions? The EPA and TCEQ have provided Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension grant money to conduct reconnaissance, outreach, inspect septic
Foul odors (like rotten egg) within 10 feet of tanks: Yes 1 No O systems, pump primary septic tanks, and also if needed. replace failing systems as funds
allow.
Standing water or soggy soil around tanks: Yes O No O For more information contact: (have cards to handout)
Ryan Gerlich
Foul odors in the drainficld or spray field: Yes O  No O Extension Program Specialist | Department of Biological and Agricultural Engineering
2117 TAMU

College Station, TX 77843-2117
Email: RGerlich@tamu.cdu

Standing water or soggy soil in the drainfield or spray field: Yes 0 No O Phonc: 979-458-4185
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v, 96 OSSFs inspected
from 2012 to 2017

P 3 were not pumped
during inspection

v, Coastal Counties

P Brazoria
Chambers
Galveston
Nueces
Orange

U U TV 70
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Double Bayou Watershed

v, Plan to survey OSSFs located within 1000 feet of Double

Bayou

# ' Legend
A Inventory (Permit) (1,000 ff)

A Inventory (1,000 ft)
Inventory
TCEQ SEGMENT

[ ] TCEQ SEGMENT (1,000 ft buffer)

l:l HUC12: East Fork Double Bayou
Coastal Zone Boundary

[ TscE
1
1125000 [IMiles




What is a conventional septic
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What Is a septic tank?

v, \Water tight containers
p Concrete

P Plastic / Fiberglass
P NOT Metal

v, Detention time

TEXAS A&M
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P Typically 2-3 days
P Calm conditions
v, Gravity separation

P Heavy sinks
P Lighter floats

v, Anaerobic digestion




*»

NOTICE
To House

HOW A SEPTIC SYSTEM WORKS umexmeson

For More nfo

In the pretreatment portion of a septic system, many
of the contaminants are removed from the wastewater
in order to prepare It for final treatment and
discharging into the environment. Contaminants in the
wastewater include harmful bacteria that can cause
lliness, as well as nitrogen and phosphorus that can

stimulate algae growth In water bodles,

Aerobic
System

A e e 2, 3
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N g HOW A SEPTIC SYSTEM WORKS umexrension

NOTICE For More o

To House S 1

In the pretreatment portion of & septic system,

of the contaminants are removed from the wastewater
in order to prepare it for final treatment and
discharging into the environment. Contaminants in the
wastewater include harmful bacteria that can cause
iliness, as well as nitrogen and phosphorus that can

stimulate algae growth Iin water bodles.,

Turn off water
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recommended?

v, Should be pumped
when total solids
reach 25-33% of tank
capacity.
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......... -scum

v, Typically required T
every 3 to 5 years clear space

v, Pump during dry
seasons to reduce

the risk of tank
floatation
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onventional septic tank system SRILIEE
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Perforated pipe
for eftluent drsposat

~ Two- compartment -
- septictank
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Leaching chambers
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Inspection port
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Two-compartrhg'r‘imfﬁ -~
septic tank S tank



